
Subject: Nomination to the Executive Board of Association of Cultural Economics International 

With this message, I intend to express my candidacy for the Board of the Association of Cultural Economics 

International (ACEI).  

After years of having contributed in this scholarly community, I feel that the experience I have gained in this 

academic field can be put to the service of the Association.  

My various research interests in cultural economics have allowed me to make fruitful professional 

connections with many colleagues in the community in different areas of the world, including understanding 

their different perspectives and academic sensibilities. While active in publishing in the Association’s 

reference journal, I also have a keen interest in multidisciplinary dialogue (demonstrated by publications in 

Arts Management, Regional Studies or being on the editorial board of Tourism economics), which can be an 

enabling factor in strengthening ACEI's dialogue with other scholarly societies. Being based at University of 

Turin, I am part of a research team which has also established a long-lasting relation with UNESCO World 

Heritage and Cultural Sector through the organization of Master programs which allowed to have a global 

perspective on the economic and societal challenges of the cultural sector. In the past, as an organizer of the 

European Workshop of Applied Cultural Economics (Turin, 2022), I have already had the opportunity to learn 

more about the organizational mechanisms of the Association. 

If selected for the Executive Board, I will be very interested in working with the other members to expand 

the scientific activities of the Association at the global level and finding opportunities to make the cultural 

economics field an area of dialogue with other related disciplines. 

 

Rotterdam, 26/6/2025       Enrico Bertacchini 



Concetta Castiglione 
University of Calabria  
 

 
I am currently serving as Associate Professor of Economic Policy at the University of Calabria 
in Italy. 
My interest in cultural economics started in 2008, when as a master student at Trinity College 
Dublin I met Professor John O’Hagan. I subsequently earned my Ph.D. in Economics at TCD 
under John supervision. My first international presentation was at the 4th EWACE in Aydın, 
Turkey, in 2009, and my first participation in the ACEI conference was in 2010 in Copenhagen. 
I attended the next ACEI and EWACE conferences, and I was an active member of the 
Scientific Committee at the 23rd International Conference on Cultural Economics in Rotterdam. 
As a professor at the University of Calabria, I have successfully proposed to introduce and teach 
two new courses. One at the undergraduate level, Economics of Cultural Industries, and another 
at master level, Economics of Culture and Sustainable Tourism, to highlight the close 
relationship between culture and tourism sustainability at the academic level too. For this 
reason, I have happily accepted to be a member of the Editorial board of the Tourism Economics 
journal. 
If elected as an ACEI Board member, I will work to strengthen the Association, expanding and 
enhancing its membership across different countries and peripheral universities.  
I wish to contribute to the dissemination and promotion of our research findings and foster the 
growth and recognition of our fields of studying and researching in the new context of Artificial 
Intelligence and its growing applications in the field of cultural economics. To this end, I think 
that it is necessary to give new life and attention to the ACEI working paper series, soliciting 
and welcoming new papers submission from ACEI members and young scholars. 



Candidate Statement – Alice Demattos Guimarães 

I am Alice Demattos Guimarães, and I have considered myself a cultural economist from 
very early in my career. Even as my research has become increasingly interdisciplinary, 
cultural economics has remained my primary sense of orientation. 

I discovered the field during my bachelor’s in Brazil, inspired by my mentor (and ACEI 
member) Ana Flávia Machado. After researching museum audiences in my 
undergraduate thesis, I pursued a master’s degree with an Erasmus Mundus Scholarship 
across Glasgow, Barcelona, and Rotterdam, where I met many leading cultural 
economists. One of them, Lluís Bonet, later became my PhD co-supervisor when I moved 
to Norway to research cultural-creative crowdfunding and its potential as a symbolic, 
rhizomatic practice supporting innovation and socio-aesthetic value in the sector. 

Throughout this journey, ACEI has been a constant source of inspiration – not only through 
conferences and connections, but also through the publications of members whose work 
shaped my thinking from the very beginning. It was especially meaningful to have Trine 
Bille, a long-standing ACEI contributor, as part of my PhD committee. 

Currently, I hold a postdoc position, and my research spans cultural policy and the 
implications of digital transformation in the arts, with a particular interest in emerging 
technologies such as AI. 

Having studied and worked in Brazil, the UK, Spain, the Netherlands, and Norway, I am 
committed to promoting international perspectives and supporting early-career 
researchers in building connections across contexts. As someone whose professional 
path has been shaped by ACEI’s welcoming community, I would be honored to contribute 
as a board member, bringing the perspective of an engaged early-career researcher and 
helping strengthen ACEI’s role as a platform for critical exchange and collaboration 
worldwide. 

 

 



Statement of Interest – ACEI Executive Board 

I am writing to express my interest in serving on the ACEI Executive Board. I am a Professor of 
Economics at the University of Vermont, specializing in applied microeconomics and economic 
history. Much of my earlier research focused on the economics of regulation, but in recent 
years I have developed a strong interest in the economics of culture and creativity, particularly 
in the domain of classical music. My recent work includes studies of the gender gap among 
classical composers and the relationship between income and creative output. I have also 
examined international music competitions, focusing on how expert and lay judgments diverge, 
and how gender dynamics among jurors shape competition outcomes. I am co-author, with 
Karol J. Borowiecki, of a book manuscript currently under review at Princeton University 
Press, What Makes a Great Composer?, which investigates the long-run determinants of creative 
success using a novel dataset spanning a millennium of music history. 

I have been an active participant in ACEI and its affiliated workshops, presenting papers at 
EWACE in 2022 and 2024 and at the ACEI conference in 2023. I currently serve on the 
Scientific Program Committee for the 2025 ACEI conference, where I am organizing a panel on 
diversity in the arts. I value ACEI’s interdisciplinary and international character and would bring 
both a North American academic voice and a perspective grounded in economic history to the 
Executive Board. I also maintain connections with scholars in musicology and with practitioners 
in the classical performance world, which I hope can help ACEI broaden its reach and deepen 
engagement across disciplines. 

If elected, I would be committed to supporting ACEI’s mission, fostering cross-disciplinary 
exchange, and helping to strengthen the pipeline for early-career scholars in cultural economics. 

Thank you for considering my candidacy. 

Marc T. Law 
Professor of Economics 
University of Vermont 

 



Monika Murzyn-Kupisz - A SHORT INTRODUCTION  
I am an economist and a sociologist with a geographic inclination. I 
graduated from the Krakow University of Economics and completed an 
international M.A. Programme in European Leisure Studies (a joint 
degree of Tilburg University in the Netherlands, Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel, Universidad de Deusto in Bilbao and Loughborough University 
in England. My PhD in regional economics was focused on the role of 
culture and heritage in urban regeneration, while my post-doctoral 
degree on the issue of heritage and local development. 

My multidisciplinary research within the broad fields of cultural 
economics, heritage studies and socio-economic geography has been 
focused on the socio-economic impact of heritage and museums, 
socio-economic and spatial factors shaping locational decisions and 
professional lives of artists and creatives, various issues linked with 
the fashion industry and the role of culture and heritage in urban 

transformations, with a particular focus on Central and Eastern Europe. The above research interests, 
strongly inspired by research in cultural economics, are reflected in my publications in English, Polish and, 
occasionally, in other languages. While publishing in English has allowed me to present Polish experiences 
or more general ideas to a broader, international audience, my publications in Polish, in particular books, 
may be considered among the first to introduce some research ideas in the Polish context (e.g. the first 
comprehensive monograph on the socio-economic impact of heritage; the first comprehensive book on 
museum economics and the first comprehensive publication on the impact of artists on cities published in 
Polish). 

My publications in English (for a full list please see my profile on google.com) include: 

- M. Murzyn-Kupisz, J. Działek, D. Hołuj, Museum institutions and fashion: determinants of museums’ 
involvement in fashion-related activities, “Museum Management and Curatorship”, 2024, 1-22, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09647775.2024.2357067. 
- C. Dalle Nogare, M. Murzyn-Kupisz, Core functions, visitor friendliness and digitalisation: a comparative 
analysis of corporate museums’ performance, “Journal of Cultural Economics”, 2024, 48, 405-437, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10824-024-09515-z. 
- J. Działek, M. Murzyn-Kupisz, Negotiating distance to buzz as an important factor shaping urban residential 
strategies of artists, “Journal of Urban Affairs”, 2023, 45(6), 1163-1187, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/07352166.2021.1909421. 
- M. Murzyn-Kupisz, J. Działek, Immersion in buzz or withdrawal to solitude? Artists’ creative and social 
strategies in urban settings, “City & Community”, 20 (2), 2021, 160-184, 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1535684120981022. 
- C. Dalle Nogare, M. Murzyn-Kupisz, Do museums foster innovation through engagement with the cultural 
and creative industries?, “Journal of Cultural Economics”, 45, 2021, 671-704, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10824-021-09418-3. 
- M. Murzyn-Kupisz, D. Hołuj, J. Działek, K. Gorczyca, Museums and local governments in Poland: partners 
in local development?, “Museum International”, 71 (3-4), 2019, 28-45, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13500775.2019.1706944. 
- M. Murzyn-Kupisz, J. Działek (eds.), The impact of artists on contemporary urban development in Europe, 
Springer, Cham 2017. 
- M. Murzyn-Kupisz, The socio-economic impact of heritage projects conducted by private investors, 
“Journal of Cultural Heritage”, 14 (2), 2013, 156-162, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.culher.2012.04.009. 
- M. Murzyn-Kupisz, J. Działek, Cultural heritage in building and enhancing social capital , “Journal of 
Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable Development”, 1, 2013, 35-54, 
https://doi.org/10.1108/20441261311317392. 
- M. Murzyn, Heritage transformation in Central and Eastern Europe, in: The Ashgate research companion 
to heritage and identity, B. Graham, P. Howard (eds.), Ashgate, Aldershot 2008, 315-346. 
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Apart from working as a lecturer and a researcher at universities in Krakow, at first in the UNESCO Chair for 
Heritage and Urban Studies at the Krakow University of Economics (1999-2018) and since 2018 as an 
associate professor in the Department for Regional Development at the Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Management, at the oldest and most prestigious Polish higher education institution, the Jagiellonian 
University in Krakow, I have also worked at the Institute for European Cultural Heritage Research at the 
International Cultural Centre in Krakow (as a junior then senior researcher/specialist, 2000-2008), and 
cooperated with various international and national level bodies such as OECD, UNESCO, ICOMOS (since 
2006 as a member of ICOMOS Poland), National Heritage Board of Poland (as a consultant and a researcher 
but also in the capacity of the Member of the Advisory Board appointed by the Minister of Culture and 
National Heritage in 2022-2023 and the president of the jury of the national level competition ‘Local 
governments and heritage’ in 2021-2023), as well as with the National Institute for Museums (e.g. as an 
initiator of national level studies on the socio-economic impact of museums in Poland). Since 2023 I also 
serve in the capacity of the member of the advisory board of the Museum of Folk Architecture in Kolbuszowa 
– an important public open air museum in southern Poland, a function that provides me with further 
inspiration for research on museums. 

As an academic I have been on various short-term research and teaching visits as a visiting professor (e.g. 
University of Bratislava (2025), Erasmus University in Rotterdam (2024), Mendel University in Brno (2023), 
Universita di Brescia (2021, 2023), University of Ljubljana (2019), Blaise Pascale University in Clermont-
Ferrand (2015), Göttingen University (2012), US Holocaust Memorial Museum Research Centre, 
Washington (2010), in addition to participation in over 100 international conferences, including ACEI 
events, Royal Geographic Society Annual International Conferences and Regional Studies Association 
conferences. 

I have extensive experience with respect to organization of international conferences, workshops and 
summer schools, among them as head of the organisational committee of several international 
conferences at the International Cultural Centre in Krakow, the main local organiser of the European 
Workshop on Applied Cultural Economics (2017) and the CEEPUS summer school on socio-economic 
geography ‘Heritage and regional development in Central and Eastern Europe’ (2022). As an early career 
researcher I have also had diverse direct experiences of working in the cultural tourism sector as a tour 
leader and a tour guide of specialist foreign cultural tours to Poland and an employee of the ‘Krakow 2000. 
Cultural Capital of Europe’ working for its information centre and promotional periodical. 

My connections with ACEI were at first inspired by the wish to present and discuss my research on the socio-
economic impact of heritage and the subsequent interest in museums (their socio-economic impact, links 
with creative industries and valuation, etc.) with other scholars. To this end I have attended several ACEI 
events such as ACEI conferences and European Workshops in Applied Cultural Economics (EWACE) being 
an organiser of one (Krakow 2017) and being involved in the latest ACEI Conference in Rotterdam as a 
member of the scientific committee. I have also contributed to the Economists Talk Art blog and presented 
my research during the ACEI online series workshop. 

I strongly believe that I can use my diverse academic and organisational experiences in the capacity of an 
ACEI Board member to deeper contribute to the activities of ACEI, including further promotion of cultural 
economics research in Poland and Central and Eastern Europe and promotion of CEE research on the 
international level, ‘giving’ back’ the kindness, good energy and inspiration received from various ACEI 
members to the growing international ACEI community. 



Subject: Candidacy of Juan Prieto-Rodriguez for the ACEI Board 

 

Dear members of the ACEI, 

I am writing to formally submit my candidacy for a position on the Board of the 
Association for Cultural Economics International (ACEI), which has been gratefully 
endorsed by Luis Cesar Herrero and Douglas Noonan. 

I have been a member of ACEI since 1998 and had the privilege of serving the association 
as Executive Secretary-Treasurer for over ten years. This long-standing involvement 
reflects my deep commitment to the community and mission of ACEI. 

My engagement with ACEI extends to my role as the current president of the scientific 
committee for the European Workshop on Applied Cultural Economics (EWACE). This 
workshop is ACEI's oldest regional event and a key biennial gathering for cultural 
economics specialists in Europe. I've attended all 11 editions since its first edition in San 
Leo (Italy) in 2003, and I had the honour of presiding over the local committee when my 
university hosted the third edition in 2007. 

My main motivation for seeking a position on the Board is to support the next generation 
of researchers. I believe it is crucial to provide younger scholars with clear guidance on 
how to build a stable and rewarding professional career—whether within academia or 
as experts working in the cultural sector, either in public institutions or as consultants. 

Furthermore, I would try to convince the rest of the members of the board to host a 
future ACEI biennial conference in Oviedo (Spain) in the coming years. As my home 
institution and the base of one of the seminal research groups in Cultural Economics in 
Spain, Oviedo offers an ideal setting. This would also be a great opportunity to 
remember Victor Fernandez-Blanco and acknowledge his profound involvement with 
the field and ACEI, recognizing his role in establishing the Oviedo group on Cultural 
Economics. 

Thank you very much for considering my candidacy. I would be honoured to continue 
serving our association on the Board, should the members consider my contribution 
valuable. 

  

Best regards, 
Juan Prieto-Rodríguez 
Universidad de Oviedo 
ORCID: 0000-0001-9163-3011 
 



 Mexico City, May 26, 2025 

 

Roberto Zanola 

Chair of the ACEI Nominating Committee 

Dear Professor Zanola, 

My name is Marcos Valdivia-López, and I am a researcher and professor at the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). I am writing to express my interest in submitting 
my candidacy for the upcoming election for a position on the ACEI Board. 

Allow me to highlight some key elements that I believe support my candidacy. Beyond 
participating in the ACEI biennial conferences, I have maintained an active and ongoing 
engagement with ACEI-related activities. Since 2017, I have served on the scientific 
committee of the Ibero-American Network of Cultural Economics (RIEC), which organizes 
the Ibero-American Seminar on Cultural Economics (SIEC)—a regional chapter officially 
recognized by ACEI. This seminar has held four successful editions: Medellín, Colombia 
(2017); Valdivia, Chile (2019); Belo Horizonte, Brazil (2021); and Mexico City (2024). Most 
notably, I led the organization of the 2024 edition in Mexico City, which hosted over 200 
academic presentations across nearly 30 parallel sessions, featuring contributions from 
across Ibero-America and Europe. I believe this experience has provided me with valuable 
insights and a strong commitment to the cultural economics community—assets I would 
bring to the ACEI Board. 

While cultural economics is well-established in Europe, it is a growing and consolidating 
field in Latin America. There is a vibrant and expanding body of rigorous research in the 
region that would benefit greatly from increased visibility and stronger engagement in 
international forums such as ACEI. In this context, I believe that Latin American 
representation on the ACEI Board is both timely and important. I therefore submit my 
candidacy with the perspective of advancing this international dialogue, as a committed 
researcher affiliated with UNAM. 

I respectfully request your consideration of my candidacy for the Board. Thank you for 
your attention, and I hope to have the opportunity to contribute to the ACEI community 
through this role. 

 

Best regards, 

  

Marcos Valdivia 

Researcher at the Regional Center for Multidisciplinary Research, 
National University Autonomous of Mexico (UNAM) 

marcosv@crim.unam.mx 
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