Doug Noonan

Candidate Statement

Qualifications

| have been deeply involved in ACEI leadership for many years in a variety of roles.

Co-Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Cultural Economics (2017-2027) — stewarded a
sharp rise in submissions and a record of strong journal impact.

ACEI Executive Board Member (2014-2023) — helped guide strategy, finances, and
conference planning over several terms.

Conference Leadership — hosted the 2023 ACEI Biennial Conference in
Bloomington, IN, welcoming colleagues from around the world.

| have committed to growing the field outside of ACEIl as well.

Research & Publications — extensive peer-reviewed record and recent books on
institutions, inequities, and cultural entrepreneurship.

Field-Building & Mentorship — co-founded and co-direct Indiana University’s Center
for Cultural Affairs, providing workshops, conferences, and publication opportunities
for emerging scholars.

| plan to step down as co-editor-in-chief of the Journal of Cultural Economics in 2027, in my
10th year as editor. It would be a great honor to transition into the presidency in 2027 in order
to serve this great organization and economics field.

My goals as president would center on enhancing the ACEI and its value to our members
while also growing membership.

Goal Member Value lllustrative Action
s Launch Special Issues with partner associations.
Greater visibility & . . , L
Elevate JCE .. Adapt changes in Springer’s publication model to
faster decisions .
benefit members.
Expand . . .
. . More outlets for Support the ACEI Working-Paper series, experiment
Publishing . . . . .
diverse work with a Policy Briefs series.
Venues
Strengthen New collaborators & Partner with associations (e.g., ENCATC, AIMAC) on
Partnerships audiences convenings, special issues.

Mentor Rising Stronger career

Support doctoral students, build mentoring into YRW

Scholars pipeline
Champion Fresh formats & . .

. ) Experimental formats for parts of convenings
Innovation skills
Ensure Stable progress & Form a Past Presidents’ Council to build institutional
Continuity transparency memory while continuing our progress.

Together, these priorities are designed to enhance the everyday value of ACElI membership,
grow our global base, and amplify the association’s scholarly influence.



SHORT CANDIDATE STATEMENT — ANDREJ SRAKAR
Honorable Colleagues,

I submit to you my candidature for the position of President-Elect of the Association for
Cultural Economics International (ACEI) in period 2025-2027.

I entered cultural economics research area way back in 2008 with my presentation at the Young
Researchers Workshop at the ACEI conference in Boston. I was also participant and poster
presenter at the Summer School in Cultural Economics, taking place in 2009 in Steyr, Austria,
which have both set the paths for a novel generation of cultural economic scholars at the time.
Since then, it has been quite an intense research way for me in cultural economics. I was lead
organizer of three conferences in the area, including 6th European Workshop in Applied
Cultural Economics (EWACE) in Ljubljana in 2013. EWACE remains to this date a central
place for econometrically and mathematically oriented cultural economists such as myself.

I published, several times in each, in almost all leading journals in the area, including naturally
Journal of Cultural Economics, and in many monograph publications and ACEI working
papers. I was twice program committee member of the biannual ACEI conferences (in 2018 at
the RMIT University in Melbourne, Australia, and in 2021 when the conference took place
online — I was both the program committee member and organizational committee member of
the latter).

In a group of four colleagues (with Karol Jan Borowiecki, Trilce Navarrete Hernandez and
Marilena Vecco) we started the EconomistsTalkArt.org blog in 2015. Blog has become the
main independent and connecting infrastructure for cultural economists globally and has set the
path forward for the area of cultural economics to date. At the time, we discussed even about
possibilities of cultural economics dying as a field and it seemed urgent to »intervene« and
provide a solution. Connecting cultural economists »globally« surely seemed a viable and great
solution at least to me. In 2021, it was my initiative, supported by the editors of ETA blog,
which initiated today's Cultural Economics Online Seminar (CEOS) series which is another key
part of the ACEI activities today.

Jointly with Erwin Dekker and Michael Rushton we co-edit the Book Series on Cultural
Economics & the Creative Economy published by Palgrave Macmillan. It remains to my
knowledge the only book series in cultural economics to date. Since the pandemic time, I serve
as member of the Communications Board of ACEIL With a Slovenian colleague Petja
Grafenauer we initiated TTAMSA CEE section of the TTAMSA association, devoted to research
on art markets in Central and Eastern Europe. It remains as one of most active and numbersome
groups of the TITAMSA association. I serve as Slovenian correspondent for Compendium of
Cultural Policies & Trends and have served as chair of its board of experts and its managing
board member in period 2021-2023.

This hopefully testifies to my competence and credibility to be elected for this very central role
in cultural economics. I additionally note, as many of you know, that I intensely follow also my
second research career direction in mathematical probability theory and »methods« (including
econometric theory) — in 2020, I initiated project YoungStatS in the framework of the Young
Statisticians Europe (YSE) initiative of the Federation of European National Statistical
Societies (FENStatS). YoungStatS project received large global feedback during the pandemic
time and allowed me to establish myself as a strong research force also in this area. In 2023, 1



coordinated 23rd European Young Statisticians Meeting (EYSM 2023) under the auspices of
the Bernoulli Society for Mathematical Statistics and Probability, and I serve as the
international organizational committee member for EYSM 2025 in Turin, Italy. In 2024 and
2025, 1 have been and am twice member of the program committee of the International
Conference on Statistics and Data Science (ICSDS) of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics
(IMS), the historical organization for areas of mathematical statistics and probability theory. I
serve as Meetings Secretary/Officer of the Emerging Applications Section of the Royal
Statistical Society, and I represent my section in the legendary Discussion Paper Meetings
committee of the RSS — at present, we are finalizing third succesive main yearly discussion call
(on natural experiments in causal inference) in this framework and in my coordination. I am
immensely proud to occupy a leading role also here. In 2021, I received first prize for my
presentation of a young scholar at the 10th Bernoulli-IMS World Congress in Probability and
Statistics, in Seoul, Korea and online.

I talked a lot with you, colleague cultural economists, at the recent 23rd ACEI conference
organized by the Erasmus University Rotterdam. Cultural economics as an area and ACEI as
its cover organization seem in a quite great and progressing present state. Membership has been
broadly doubled in recent two years, and spread significantly in geographic sense. But, we all
know that we live on odd period for humanity which includes challenges of great danger such
as threats of World War III, ever more severe apparent consequences of human-induced climate
change, as well as the rise of artificial intelligence and consequent age of data, age of the Al
and with it the »age of mathematics« (Kyprianou, 2021). Also, spread of open science with its
many representations, such as open data, science communication, citizen science initiatives,
and, recently, reevaluation of scientific curricula following the CoARA and DORA documents,
seem to pose significant societal and scientific challenges in need to address properly also in
cultural economics.

If elected, I would like to — as we discussed in Rotterdam recently — maintain the many present
great things, initiatives and developments. I think it seems reasonable to strongly, but smartly,
advance in the line of »better science«. The age of Al brings central societal focus on data and
datasets, including development of consequent mathematical methodologies (for example, in
econometrics). This challenge and higher focus on the analysis of (frequently very large)
datasets needs a proper response. Perhaps, including a higher focus on the applications of novel
methodologies in the framework of existing and possible novel events of ACEI would be in
line. Again — as we discussed in Rotterdam — this must not go on the expense of theory in
cultural economics. I think both could be connected — analysis of large datasets will bring large
possibilities of better knowledge, better insights and better theory as well.

Unfortunately, I am limited with space. My candidature enters what seems a well-established
cultural economics area at present. In the time of my mandate we would build on the present
achievements and initiatives, advance in terms of science (in the lines of present and future
novel possibilities), and adequately address present challenges. I hope for your support and
voice to my candidature, and not to dissapoint you if elected. Thank you in advance.

In Ljubljana, July 10, 2025
Dr. Andrej Srakar.

Enclosed: Endorsement letters from Professors Michael Rushton and Marilena Vecco.
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